
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



•>-BOOI5vl30TI6ES.-<- 



ROSEA.* 



This little book in the Cambridge Bible series contains a brief, succinct intro- 
duction to the prophecy, the text adopted in the Cambridge Paragraph Bible, and 
quite full notes, being about three times as extensive as the text. 

Hosea, a "native of the northern kingdom," as is shown by his intimate 
familiarity with the land and the tone of his utterances, and a " devoted patriot," 
was the "prophet of the decline and fall of Israel." Chapters i.-iii., which are 
complete in themselves, are referred to the reign of Jeroboam II., and chapters 
IV. -XIV. to that of Jotham, king of Judah probably. 

The events described in chapters i. and iii. are more easily and satisfactorily 
explained as fact than as allegory. The prophet's domestic life begins under 
happy auspices, but the outcome is a most bitter disappointment. A man of lov- 
ing, forgiving heart, he does not cast off the sinning wife, but strives to win her 
back to purity of life. He becomes thus the representative of Jehovah in his 
dealings with the faithless Israel. 

The "second book," chapters iv.-xiv., are a reproduction by the prophet's 
pen of the messages which his lips had uttered to the backsliding nation. 

Five leading ideas characterize the prophecy : (a) " lamentations over the 
general immorality of the Israelites," (b) denunciation of the worship of the bulls 
(calves) set up by Jeroboam I., (c) warnings against alliance with Assyria or 
Egypt, (d) a yearning for the healing of the schism between Judah and Israel 
(e) a proclamation of the great truth " that love is the highest attribute of God ; 
so that a man should love God, and from love to Ilim keep all his commandments 
because God first loved him." This last thought is the prophet's fundamental 
idea, and from it, with more or less directness, flow all the other conceptions. 

Hosea possesses the genius of a lyric poet, and this appears in the general 
style, the " bold poetic flight," and the figurative language of liis prophecy. The 
passion of sorrow, however, is too great to allow regular and strophic ai-range- 
ment, and has " choked his utterance and brought confusion into his style." 

Our author's notes on the text are exceedingly instructive. The numerous,^ 
and often obscure local and historical references are so treated as to give much 
light to the student, and the variations in rendering add quite as much if not 
more. Indeed it seems that it would have been better to incorporate them into 
the text so that their force could be appreciated in connected reading. 

Without entering into a discussion of the views of the book set forth by Dr. 
Cheyne, we commend the method of treatment and the clearness and definiteness 
with which it has been carried out. 



* The Cambridge Bibm for Schools and Coi.i>eces. Hosea, with Notes and an Intro- 
duction by the Kev. T. K. Cheyne, M. A., D. D. Cambridge: at Vie University Press, 1884. 8vo. 
Pp. 132. 



